
DCS Receives Report

Removal of Child
If not an emergency, Court 

Authorized Removal Required 
ARS 8-821(B)

Petition Filing
72 hours from removal  

ARS 8-821(I)

Pre‐Hearing  
Conference/  
Preliminary  

Protective Hearing
Placement, visitation, services  

5‐7 days from removal
ARS 8‐824(A)

Initial Dependency  
Hearing

Only if parents fail to appear  
at the PPH

21 days from petition filing  
ARS 842(A)

Arizona Dependency Hearing Process
Child in  
home In Home  

Intervention Filed, 
Review of Case  

ARS 8‐891

Settlement  
Conference/Mediation
/Pre‐Trial Conference

ARS 8‐844 (A)

Trial / Adjudication
90 days from petition service  

ARS 8‐842(C)

Disposition
Within 30 days of 

Adjudication  ARS 8‐844 (E)

Review Hearing
Review of Progress  

Every 6 months at a minimum
ARS 8-847 (A)

Permanency Hearing
Permanent Plan & Completion Date:  

Reunification ‐ Termination of  
Parental Rights ‐ Guardianship ‐  

APPLA - 12 months from removal
(6 months for children under age 3)  

ARS 8‐862(A)

Motion for Termination of  
Parental Rights or Guardianship

If Permanent Plan is Termination of Parental  
Rights or Guardianship, motion is filed within  

10 days of the Permanency Hearing

Initial Termination Hearing
30 days from Permanency Hearing  

ARS 8‐862(D)(2)

Adoption Hearing

No  
Progress

Reunification
If Permanent Plan is Reunification,  

set the next Review and/or  
Permanency Hearing

APPLA
If Permanent Plan is APPLA, set  

the next Review and/or  
Permanency Hearing

Termination Hearing
If contested, 90 days from  

Permanency Hearing
ARS 8‐862(D)(2)

Initial Guardianship Hearing  
30 days from Permanency Hearing  

ARS 8‐862(F)(2)

Guardianship Hearing
If contested, 90 days from  

Permanency Hearing
ARS 8‐862(F)(2)
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